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BRECON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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Report  of  the  Jjedical  Officer  of  Health. 
IS  46. 


Mr .Chairman, Mrs  Crichton  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  ny  annual 

report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  and  the  state  of  the  public 
health  in  the  Brecon  Rural  District  for  the  year  1946. 


The  arrangement  of  the 

report  is  in  accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Circular 
28/46  ( .vales ),  issued  oy  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


Section  1.  Gene r al  and  VI t ol  Statistics . 
Statistical  Summary  for  the  year  1946. 


Area 139 , 532  acres . 

Population  (Census  1931.),..... 8302. 

Population  (Lstimatod  at  Midsummer , 1946 ) 7074, 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 2162, 


Live  Births. 

Males . 

Females 

. Total. 

Rate  per  1000  Pop. 

Legitimate . 

69. 

58. 

127. 

17.9. 

Illegitimate , 

2. 

2. 

4. 

0.5, 

71. 

60. 

T3T7 

T374. 

Still  Births. 
Deaths  from  all 

1. 

4. 

5. 

0.71. 

causes . 

43. 

42. 

CD 

cn 

• 

12.0. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

. . .Nil. 

Deaths  under  one 

year; 

All  infants . . , . . 

. . • 2 . 

Rate  per 

1000  live 

births 15 . 

Legitimate  inf  ants.  2. 

Deaths  from  special  caus 
Infect'!  ous  disease ...... 

es ; 

On  o,. 

Tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system. .4. 

Other  tubercular 

disease 

Cancer .......... 

ARLA . 

The  Rural  District  of  Breconshiro, which  has  an  area  of 
189,532  acres, is  a large  district  in  the  County  of  Breconshire. 
The  district  is  situated  mainly  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  and  consists  of  rather  more  than  one  third  of  the  total 
size  of  the  whole  county. 

The  district  is  agricultural  in  nature  and  farming  is  tho 
predominant  occupation  of  tho  inhabitants. 

There  are  no  large  towns  in  the  area  and  tho  administrative 
offices  are  situated  in  tho  Borough  of  Brecon. 

POPULATION.  Census  1931. ..... ,8302. 

1959.  1940.  1941. 1942.  1943.  1944.  1945.  1946. 

% 

6773,  7775.  8238,  7699.  7298,  6980.  7057.  7074. 
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The  aeovo  figures  are  the  Registrar  General ' s estimated  figures 
for  the  various  years  and  apply  only  to  the  civilian  population. 

It  would  appear  that  the  population  has  dropped  considerably  since 
tho  last  census  was  taken  hut  during  the  last  two  years  there  is 
an  upward  tendency.  ^ 

Tho  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  was  2162  giving 
an  average  number  of  o.2  persons  per  house. 
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halos . 

Females . 

Total . 

Rato . 

19  40 ,ooo 

O 

0 c coot  00060W<O*» 

oo©oo0O©eo 

0 0 « 1 ‘-'O  0 0 

o e o o *16oGo 

1941. . . . 

si 

00©©000Oto000V_/-U*0 

0 o 0 0 0 0 © O 0 

0 o o 1-  01  0 0 

1 p p 

0 0 0 O 0 -I  (v  o U « 

1942. . . . 

,71. . 

54  , 

. . .125*_* 

1943 . . . . 

52 

0 Ot  0000*0  0 0 0 0 • 

oooeoO  / ooo 

. . .109  . . 

14  0 

1944. . . . 

0 00000300000  oj)  c 0 

oooooOO*** 

. . . 142  . . 

0 0 0 0 o bO  o O » 

1945. . . . 

55 

• OOOOOeOOOO*'-'— '00 

cio 

o • 0 0 • eh  9 • 0 

o * 0 -L  0 £5  e 0 

• o * 0 8 14  9 O * 

1946. . . . 

0OOO00000000  ( 1 9 0 

aooo«0Oo*o 

. . .131. . 

0 0 0 0 * 1 O © 4L‘  0 

England 

l Wales, 1946  ... . 

It  v/ill  be  observed  that  the  birthrate  for  the  year  und^r  review 
was  lower  than  the  average  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS . 

After  taking  into  account  tho  outwardly  and  inwardly 
transferable  deaths  tho  net  number  of  deaths  registered  amongst 
residents  in  the  district  is  shown  in  the  following  table; 


hales.  Females.  Total 


Rate 


1940. .  . 

1941. .  . 
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The  doathrato  for  1946  was  therefore  higher  than  the  average  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales . 


iTILL  BIRTHS 


England  & Wales, 1946 
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The  stillbirth  rate  was  higher  than  the  average  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales. 

IHFAWTILE  MORTALITY . 

This  is  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in 
children  of  under  one  year  of  age. Tho  rate  Is  calculated  per  1000 
live  births. 
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Bales . Females,  Total.  Rato, 


1940.  . . . 

1941 . . . . 

. .88. 

89  . 

1942. . . . 

. . 48 . 

1943. . . . 

9 . 

1944.  . . . 

^42 . 

1943. . , . 

. . . .4. . . . 

7 

. , 66 , 

1946.  . . . 

o 

. .15. 

England 

& Wal  es ; 1946. . . 

. .43. 

The  inf a 
whole  of 

ntile  mortality 
England  and  t/a' 

rate  was 

les . 

lower  tha 

n the  average  for  the 

Analysis 
Cause . 

of  Causes  of  D 

-aths . 

2! 

Males . 

ial o s . 43 . Fdmales , 42 . 
Females . 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis .3. ...... .1 

Cane  or  Stomach 1 0 

Cancer  uterus  . , o 1, 

Cancer  breast 0 2, 

Cancer  other  sites.,.. ........3 1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions.... 6... 8, 

Heart 


Other  circulatory  disease....... 

Bronchitis , 

Pneumonia . 

’Digestive  diseases 

Nephritis , . 

Road  traffic  accidents 

Ulcer  stomach ................... 

Promaturitv 

Cerebrospinal  fovor. 

All  other  causes  

The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  new 
Abridged  List  of  Causes. 


ILLEGITIMACY. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  as 
belonging  to  residents  in  the  district  was  4. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY, 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  which 
could  be  attributed  to  childbirth. 


SECTION  2.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers,  There  were  certain  changes  in  the  public 

health  officers  of  the  Council  during  the 
year. On  January  1st ,1946, Mr .Pritchard, who  had  acted  as  part  time 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  tho  Council  for  many  years, was 
replaced  by  Mr ,W. J. Rees. In  October  Mr ,D.T. Hopkins  was  appointed 
as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  mainly  to  carry  out  the  duties 
involved  in  the  rural  housing  survey  and  Mr.W.J.Recs  was 
designated  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

These  officials  remained  in  the  service 
cf  the  Council  until  the  end  of  tho  year. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  During  the  year  laboratory  facilities  wore 
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available  at  Cardiff , Newport , Carmarthen, Swansea, Aberystwyth  and 
Brecon. All  water  samples  wore  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the 
County  at  Carmarthen  whilst  any  investigation  required  in  the 
control  of  infectious  disease  was  performed  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Cardiff. All  the  milk  sampling  was  done  by  the 
National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Laboratory  at  Brecon. 

Ampul an co  Facilities.  There  was  no  change  in  the  arrangements 

existing  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  persons 
in  the  district .Motor  ambulances , maintained  by  Merthyr  Borough, 
convoy  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease  to'  ilerthyr 
Isolation  Hospital .The  St. John's  Ambulance  Association  meets  the 
need  of  the  other  patients  requiring  removal  to  hospital. 

Homo  Nursing.  The  arrangements  made  by  various  district  nursing 

associations  render  the  services  of  a trained  nurse 
available  for  any  family  in  the  district  on  payment  of  a small 
contribution. Such  provision  deserves  every  encouragement  and 
support . 

Treatment  Centres  and  C 1 1 ni c s . Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

clinics , administered  by  the  County 
Council, are  held  regularly  in  Brecon  and  Sennybridge .Ante -natal 
clinics  and  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments , dental 
and  eye  defects  and  orthopaedic  defects  are  available  at  the 
County  Health  Of f ices , Brecon. These  are  also  administered  by  the 
County  Council, In  addition  clinics  are  hold  by  me  at  the  County 
Health  Off ice, Brecon, in  the  morning  of  the  4th  Friday  in  each 
month, and  in  Sennybridge , in  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd  Tuesday  in 
each,  month, for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria. 

Hospitals . The  hospital  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  district, 

for  all  diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease, are 
provided  by  the  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital. A certain  number  of 
patients  are  also  treated  in  tho  large  hospitals  situated  in 
Cardiff  and  Swansea. 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  infoctious 
disease  remain .the  some  as  in  previous  years .Merthyr  Borough 
Council  treat  tho  patients  from  tho  district  suffering  from 
infectious  disease  and  these  are  convoyed  to  Merthyr  in  ambulances 
maintained  by  Merthyr  Borough  Council .These  arrangements  are 
proving  extremely  satisfactory. 

For  the  treatment  of  cases  of  smallpox  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  with  Aberdare  for  beds  at  the 
F o dw  H ir  Hospital. 


Pi s inf action.  In  the  main  the  methods  used  for  any  disinfection 

required  have  been  fumigation  and  spraying. 

A modern  steam  disinfector, with  facilities  for  the  conveyance  of 
infected  clothing, wmuld  be  of  great  use  in  tho  district. 

SLOT I ON  5 . hATLRFITY  AMD  C HILD  WHLFARE . 

" * ‘ These  services  are 

admini stored  by  the  County  Council  and  include  clinics  for 
maternity  and  child  wolf are, dental  treatment , orthopaedic  treatment, 
visual  defects  and  expectant  mothers .Provision  is  also  made  for 
free  and  cheap  rate  milk  and  medicinal  foods. The  supervision  of 
midwives, child  life  protection  and  tho  care  of  premature  and 
illegitimate  infants  is  also  the  responsibility  of  tho  County 
Council . 
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SLCTION  4.  SANITARY  CIRO  UP  STANCES  . 

Water  Supply. 

Water  is  derived  for  domestic  and  other  purposes 
in  the  district  from  23  Council  supplies, private  supplies , wells 
and  springs. 

There  are  37  parishes  in  the  district  and, speaking 
generally, it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  supply  of  water  is  on  the 
whole  poor. 

hot  one  of  the  supplies  is  chlorinated  and  only 
one  is  filtered. 

During  the  year  121  visits  wore  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  Council  water  supplies  and  36  samples  vr.ro 
taken  from  Council  supplies  and  22  from  private  supplies  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination. The  analyst's  reports 
shewed  that  15  of  the  former  samples  and  11  of  the  latter  as 
b e i ng  un s a 1 1 s f a c t ^ r y . 

The  preparation  of  the  major  scheme  was  carried  on 
during  the  year  but  progress  appears  slow. 

All  the  supplies , with  the  exception  of  two , aro 
gravity  supplies. In  the  case  of  the  two  others  mechanical  pawor  is 
used. 

Samples  wore  also  taken  from  the  proposed  intakes 
of  the  major  water  scheme  at  the  Trinant ,Mcnascin  and  Clydach 
brocks . 

The  following  works  were  authorised  to  bo  carried 
cut  dur i ng  t he  year; 

LI anf i hangs 1 hunt  Bran.  Renewal  of  water  mains. This  work  has  been 

carried  out . Construction  of  now  storage 
tank  of  1200  gallons  capacity . 

Cray.  Renewal  of  water  mains. 

S^nnyuridge  Renewal  of  filtering  material  for  both  storage  tanks. 
This  work  was  badly  needed  and  was  many  years 

overdue , 


Soar.  Construction  of  storage  tank  and  laying  of  main  to  village 
of  Soar. 


All  the  Council  supplies  with  one  exception  provide 
a piped  supply  ~nd  it  is  considered  that  only  11  of  these  supplies 
are  adequate  for  the  present  needs  of  the  district . Several  will 
not  be  adequate  if  and  when  sewerage  schemes  come  to  the  villages, 
done  of  the  private  supplies  are  piped  and  none  are  adequate. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  adequate  and 
wholesome  supplies  of  water  aro  very  badly  needed  in  the  district 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  preparation  of  the  major  scheme 
will  be  completed  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  villages  cf  Sennybridge  and  Defynock 
. — - Qj»e  the  cnly  ones  with  a sewerage  system 

and  this  could  be  considerably  improved  as  the  effluent , which 
flows  into  the  river  Usk,is  far  from  satisfactory. 

Preparatory  work  in  connection  with  a 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Talybont  was  commenced  during 
the  year. 

Modern  methods  of  sewage  disposal, at  least 
for  the  larger  villages, are  badly  needed  in  the  district. 


3r  o c o n Rur  a 1 District. 
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Closet  A c c omi 1 o d at ion, 
water  closets. 


As  mentioned  under  drainage, only  the 
villages  of  Sennybridge  and  Def'yncck  have 


The  number 

work. o . . . . 


of  visits  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for 


Number  of  drains  relaid. ........................... 

dumber  of  drains  subjected  to  water  test........... 


drainage 

9000000000 

OOOOCOOOOQ 

6000000000 


fc 

48. 

2. 

1. 


Public  Cleans ing . Refuse  collection  and  removal  is  carried  cut 

under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector .Refuse  is  removed  onco.  each  week  by  contract  from  the 
villages  of  Sonny, Cray , Dofynock , Sennybridge , Trecastle , Llvwel , 

LI anf ihapgel  Talyllyn, LI anger se , Talybont , Abor , Llanf rynach  and 
Cathocline  „ 

A comprehensive  scheme  for  the  collection  and 
removal  of  refuse  and  salvage  in  each  village  and  hamlet  is 
being  prepared. 

The  choice  cf  sites  for  tipping  continues  to 
provide  considerable  difficulty. 

Sanitary  Inspection  f the  Ares.  The  sanitary  inspection  of  the 

area  was  undertaken  by  the 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, Mr . W. J. Rees, assisted  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  by  tlio  additional  sanitary  inspect  or,  hr  .Hopkins,  who 
was  engaged  mainly  on  the  rural  housing  survey. I am  indebted  to 
the  Chief  Sanitary  inspector  for  the  figures  and  details  of  his 
work  contained  in  this  report. This  information  has  proved  most 
useful  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

The  following  summary  gives  information  relating  to  the  work  of 
the  sanitary  inspectors  during  the  year. 


Nuisances , 

Number  ol  complaints  received.  ...... 0.0.0000.000.000.  ol2*jr. 

Number  03.  cr  ..plaint  s mv  ostigat  od  o.o.o.oooooo..  ..0.000  ISe . 

Number  cf  premises  inspected. ........................ .135. 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served. ................ .125. 

f or  a.  0 S t ru o t ur al  defects.  . o 0 0 0 . o 0 o . . o . © . . . © o « . 0 0 0 0 © 1 04  0 
b . Sanitary  defects . . © © ......... . 19 . 

c . Foul  conditions ....................  ..........  . 2 , 

Number  cf  statutory  notices  served, ...................  2. 

There  has  been  great  difficulty  during  the  year  in  carrying  out 
repairs  owing  to  the  limited  supply  cf  building  material. At 
present  repair  work  is  largely  of  a patching  nature  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a greater  supply  of  material  will  soon  be  available 
for  the  repair  of  domestic  property  to  prevent  decent  property 
deteriorating . 

Houses  lot  in  Lodgings . It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  the 

~ " houses  in  the  district  are  of  such  a 

nature  as  to  require  control  under  byelaws  made  under  section  6 
o f the  Ecu  sing  Ac  t. , 1 3 3 6 , 

Offensive  Trades . There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  no  common  lodging  h uses  in  the 
. strict. 

Licensed  Premises.  Number  of  visits  by  Sanitary  Inspector . .34. 

Number  of  notices  served. ° • 3. 
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Shops . Number  of  inspections  made..... 71. 

*F~ctorios . Number  of  inspections  mode . ............... .28. 

Number  cf  notices  served... nil. 

Tents, Vans  and  Sheds  ...  .Number  of  visits  made 42, 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Steps  taken  to  combat  infestation. 


Any  promises  found  as  a result  of  inspection  or  complaint  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs  or  other  vermin  is  treated  with  D.D.T. 
preparations  which  have  been  found  to  be  very  successful. 

Number  of  promises  inspected.  . .1. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected. .1. 

Rodent  Control.  The  Council  app  inted  Mr . J . C .Reynolds  as  the 

Rodent  Officer  to  carry  out  the  work  of  rodent 
destruction  undor  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  given  below; 

Sewer  Treatment.  The  Sennybridgo  sewerage  system  was  treated  in 

July  and  August  cf  the  year. 

No. of  manholes.  Bait  laid.  Bait  recovered.  No. rats  Estimated 


found.  no. killed. 


iy« 

' 42.  " 

50 

lbs . 

18 

lbs . 

12V 

353. 

rr 

■6  ♦ 

42. 

44 

lbs . 

28 

lbs . 

15. 

220. 

Number  of  premises  inspected 458. 

Number  of  promises  found  infested .115. 


Number  of  premises  treated  by  Rodent  Officer.. 65. 

Number  of  premises  treated  by  occupier. 50. 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  during  the  year 1406. 

In  all  cases  where  the  premises  were  treated  by  the  occupier  the 
work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  Rodent  Officer. 

One  major  infestation  was  discovered  upon  inspection  of  the 
Scnnybridge  military  camp  at  the  request  of  the  military- 
authorities  .Treatment  resulted  in  275  rats  estimated  as  being 
destroyed. 

Legal  Proceedings.  No  legal  proceedings  were  undertaken  by  the 
— . Council  during  the  year. 


SECTION  5.  HOUSING. 

There  was  no  appreciable  difference  in  the 
housing  conditions  in  the  district  during  the  year. Owing  to  tho 
complete  cessation  of  building  operations  during  the  war  years 
the  housing  situation  was  acute.lt  is  to  bo  hoped  that  labour 
conditions  and  the  supply  of  materials  will  show  some  improvement 
during  the  coming  year  so  that  this  pressing  need  may  be 
alleviated. 

Number  of  house  to  house  inspections  made .... 163  in  Scnnybridge. 

23  in  Talybont. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


Milk.  The  actual  number  of  Liilk  producers  in  the  area  is  not 

accurately  known. The  need  for  registration  is  being  made 
known  ley  announcements  in  the  press  and  other  means  and  the 
register  is  being  brought  up  to  date. 

hi Ik  (Special  Designation)  Orders, 


1. Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 


i 


Number  of  producer  wholesalers 
Number  of  producer  retailers.. 


2 , Accredited  Milk . 

Numoer  of  producer  retailers,. 
Number  of  producer  wholesalers 


.8. 

.nil . 


olio 

olio 


5, Pasteurised  Milk.  There  are  no  wholesale  or  retail 

producers  in  the  area. 

Record  of  Inspections  and  Milk  Testing . 

Number  of  inspections  to  cowsheds  and  dairies ,153, 
Number  of  cowsheds  which  required  whitewashing. 25. 
Number  of  cowsheds  where  alterations  were  made.  5. 
Number  of  nuisances  caused  by  manure  heaps..,., 8. 


National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme, 

Under  this  scheme  an 

attempt  is  made  by  the  sanitary  inspector  to  sample  each 
retailers  milk  every  two  weeks .Wholesale  milk  is  tested  at  the 
various  creameries .The  laboratory  functioning  under  this  scheme 
is  situated  in  Brecon. 

Under  this  scheme  the  milk  is  graded  into  the  following 
categories ; 

Category  A. . . .Good  keeping  quality  milk. 

Category  B. .. .Doubtful  quality  milk. 

Category  C. . . .Poor  koeping  quality  milk. 

The  results  of  the  samples . taken  during  the  year  were  as  follow; 


Month. 

Cat .A. 

Cat . B. 

Cat . C .• 

Total . 

January. 

o 0 , 

hi:  o 

34. 

February , 

34. 

4. 

1. 

39. 

March » 

31. 

9. 

1. 

41. 

April . 

30 , 

8. 

5. 

41. 

May . 

26. 

10. 

2. 

38. 

June . 

20. 

23, 

1. 

44. 

July . 

15. 

9. 

19. 

43. 

August . 

24. 

12. 

11. 

47. 

September . 

21. 

10. 

9. 

40 . 

October . 

32. 

8. 

4. 

44  • 

November . 

34. 

4. 

2. 

40. 

December . 

36. 

3. 

1. 

40. 

Totals,  ooo.*  l04.  54. 


' 491 

/ 


9/ 


Brecon  'rural  District 


Sampling  for  tho_ presence  of  tuberculosis » Nos  amp les  for  this 

purpose  were  taken 

■^during  the  year  but  arrangements  have  been  made  to  do  so  in  the 
coming  year. 

Muat » There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. All  meat  is 

distributed  from  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Slaughtering  point 
in  Brecon. 

Other  Foods . 


Food  Preparation  Rooms  ( Including  Bakehouses). 

Number  of  bakehouses  ........  . . 1 . 

Number  of  inspections  made.  .21 . 

Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Number  of  producer  retailors  on  register 3. 

Number  of  inspections  made. ................. .25. 

Number  of  samples  taken. ..................... 4. 

Preserved  Food  Premises. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages 
and  preserved  I o o B- s o o . o . o . o ....  o . ......  o ..  o ...  o .......  1 . 

Number  of  inspections  made 28 . 

Fish  and  Frie d Fish  Shops . 

hum oer  of  f i s h snop Soo.oo. 0000.0.0.9.0000. .. .000.00.. .1. 
Number  of  inspections  made.  17. 

SMC I I ON  7.  PRLVALHNCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 

The  f llov/ing  number  of  notifiable  Infectious  disease  cases 
wore  reported  to  me  during  the  year; 


Scarlet  Fever .........  5 cases. 

Diphtheria. .5  cases. 

Puerperal  pyrexia 2 cases. 

Dysentery. ............ 1 case. 

Cerebrospinal  fever... 1 case. 
Whooping  Cough. ...... .4  cases . 


One  of  the  casus  of  scarlet  fover  was  admitted  to  Merthyr 
Isolation  Hospital  whilst  the  remainder  were  isolated  at  home. 
All  five  cases  of  diphtheria  were  admitted  to  Merthyr . Three  of 
these  cases  were  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  and  all  five 
had  received  immunising  injections. 

No  bacteriological  confirmation  was  obtained  of  the  case  of 
dysentery  and  the  case  was  exceedingly  doubtful. 

The  case  of  cerebrospinal  fever  was  admitted  to  Merthyr  and 
proved  fatal. 

All  the  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  isolated  at  home. 

The  number  of  cases  investigated  by  the  sanitary  inspector .. 16 . 

NUmber  Of  fUmigatiOnS .«ooeoo*..oo.oeooco.oo.ooo.eooooo<>..o®.10* 

Venereal  Disease.  The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 

General  and  bye  Hospital, Swansea, for  the 
treatment  of  these  cases. 


Brecon  Rural  District. 
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The  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  following  up  of  defaulters  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

r c u 1 o s i s . The  following  details  show  the  position  as  C 
regards  tuberculosis  m recent  years. 

lumber  of  cases  on  the  registere  at  commencement  of  year., 27. 

Number  of  fresh  cases  notified  during  the  year ......9. 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  register 

a . L c f b district o«.o.oo.ooo.o.4. 

0 c O a t h.  L ' c • • eooOooooooooooooeoooeoooooo.ooeo.  4 . 

c 0 .uecov  oi  ed . 00000  0 <>  00  ooo.o  o.o  0 000000  000  • . 0 0 0 o 1 . 
Number  of  cases  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year ......  27. 


The  number  of  cases  notified  in  recent  years  is  shown  below; 

1959.  1940.  _ 1941. 1942. 1945.  1944.  1945,  1946. 

2,  12.  9.  6.  9.  7.  4.  9. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  tho  allowances  scheme. 

Diphtheria  Immunl s at ion . During  the  year  the  monthly  clinics 

hold  for  the  purpose  of  immunising 
children  against  diphtheria  were  continued. The  place  and  date  of 
those  clinics  were  advertised  in  the  local  press  and  also  parents 
wore  advised  in  the  press  that  children  should  have  a third 
injection  when  they  reach  school  age . Continual  efforts  are  being 
made  by  the  County  Council  Health  Visitors  to  got  as  many  children 
as  possible  immunised . The  response  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory 
but  the  number  of  children  attending  for  the  third  injection, as 
mentioned  above,  should  be  consider  r.by  higher. 

Number  of  children  who  had  c npleted  a full  course  of 
immunl s at ion  at  any  time  up  to  51st  December , 1946 . 

2.  5.  4.  5-9.  10-15. 


Age  at  51.12.46.  Under  1 . __1 . _ 2 . 5 . 4 . 

Number  immuni sod.  0,  55.  72.  60.  76.  104.  20. 

Number  immunised  during  the  year.  Under  5.  5-15.  Third  In j . 

84.  8.  50. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  individual  record  cards  for  children 
have  only  been  kept  since  July  1st, 1945, and  therefore  the  above 
figures  only  show  those  children  actually  immunised  by  me  since 
that  date. I have  no  individual  records  of  children  immunised 
before  that  date. 

The  folic  wing  figures  show  the  extent  of  immunising  in  the 
under  five  year  group  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


0 0 0 0 0 0 


Number  of  children  born  in  1942.. 

Number  of  these  children  immunised  since  July  1st,  194 
Number  of  children  born  in  1945, ................. 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by. me... 
Number  of  children  born  in  1944.  ................. 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me... 

Number  of  children  born  in  1945 

Number  of  those  children  since  immunised  by  me... 
Number  cf  children  born  in  1946 


000 
0 0 6 


.125. 
.78. 

. .109. 
. .62. 

. .142. 
72. 

. . .105. 
. . .41. 

. . .127. 


O O 0 6 


None  of  these  children  had  been  immunised  at  end  of  1946. 
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When  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district  is  considered  the  above 
figures  may  be  considered  as  fairly  satisfactory. 

As  previously  mentioned  there  were  5 cases  of  diphtheria  in  the 
district  during  the  year. Four  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the 
members  of  one  family, No  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease 
during  the  year. 


In  the  preparation  of  this  report  I have  endeavoured  to  deal 
briefly  with  all  matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding 
public  health  and  preventive  medicine  and  I have  included  all 
the  subjects  specifically  requested  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

Yours  faithfully. 


T,C .R.George, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


